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PREFACE.

THE material in the following pages is a collection of all
the data that can be obtained relative to the Hord family.
The family traces its ancestry back to the year 1215. It is
Scandinavian in origin, and its settlement in England prob-
ably took place at the time of the incursions of the Norse-
men into that country. The raven, the ancient emblem
carried by the Norsemen on their flags, has always been in
the family coat-of-arms, and indicates the origin from which
they sprung. There i1s a family in Sweden bearing the
name of Hord, of which General Hord, a valiant officer of
Charles XII of Sweden (see Voltaire’s ¢« Life of Charles
XII of Sweden”), and his son, the Count de Hordt (see
‘““ Memoirs of Count de Hordt,” published in London in
1806), a lieutenant-general in the service of Fi'ederick the
Great of Prussia, who died in Berlin in 1785, were distin-
guished members. This fact makes it very probable, con- .
sidering the peculiarity of the name and its Scandinavian
origin, that the Hord family of England was an offshoot of
the Swedish family bearing the same name, and that, during
the incursions of the Norsemen, some of the Scandinavian

Hords settled in England. The works quoted in the fol-
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3 PREFACE.

lowing pages all agree that persons bearing the name of
Hord are from the same stock, and that the family in Eng-
land is now extinct, the last member, Miss Caroline Ann
Hord, having died, about 1840, at Clapham, a suburb of
London. (¢ Topographer and Genealogist,” published in
London, 1853, vol. ii. p. 515.) The ¢ Visitations” men-
tioned in the following pages were periodical circuits per-
formed by heralds at the command of the king to take
cognizance of the coats-of-arms, pedigrees, and marriages
of the nobility and gentry in England. They are the prin-
cipal source of evidence regarding the hereditary right to
bear coats-of-arms. In the records of the family in England
the original spelling has been retained as far as practicable.
It will also be observed that the manner of spelling the
name of Hord varies in different parts of the history,
owing to the fact that it was the custom in early times
to spell a name according to its sound,—as, for instance,
Richard Hord* has a son John Hoord*, and grandsons
Thomas Hoord¥ and William Hord®.

There exists a tradition among some members of the
family in America that John Hord, the first ancestor in
Virginia, originally bore the name of Howard, and that
he first settled in the colony of Maryland with his two
brothers, who were the ancestors of the well-known How-
ard family of that State; that he was unjustly taxed, and
openly resisted the colonial authorities; that he was be-
sieged in his fort, and, finally escaping to Virginia, changed
his name from Howard to Hord. It is almost unnecessary
to state that the tradition, which on its very face appears

to be nothing more than a fiction, after-.a very careful
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investigation and a study of the colonial records, has been
found to be entirely without foundation. Both the secre-
tary of the Maryland Historical Society and a representa-
tive of the Howard family well qualified to express an
opinibn on the subject have been consulted, but with the
result of showing very conclusively that there is no basis
for belief in the story. The tradition, which, like most
such, is entirely untrustworthy, may perhaps be accounted
for by certain facts stated in the following pages. = In
“The Genealogy of the Hord Family in England,” pages
19 and 35, it will be seen that the opinion of English gene-
alogists is that the Howard family is descended from the
Hords, and not vice versa, as some in America have been
disposed to believe. From this fact, then, it is not un-
likely that the fiction had its origin and grew into the
form in which some have received it. -

It will be noticed in the history of the family in Eng-
land that John Hord, who came to America, is numbered
“89.” I have thought it advisable, however, in the history
of the family in America, to begin numbering anew, so that
“Joan Horp¥” in the ¢ English history” becomes ¢ JouN
Horp"’ in the ¢ American history,” he being the first rep-
. resentative of the family in this country. |

The plan adopted in this work is not original, but was
selected as the best method after a careful examination of
many genealogical works.

Short accounts of several families who have intermarried
with the Hord family have also been introduced, with the
hope that they may give the book additional interest and

value; but in doing this only the direct line of descent has
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been traced of those who actually married members of the
Hord family. Collateral lines have not been given, for the
reason that it would have made the scope of the work much
too large. |

In retaining the abbreviated forms of Christian names,—
such as ¢ Betsey” for FElizabeth, ¢ Peggy” for Margaret,
‘“ Polly” for Mary, ¢ Suckey” for Susan, etc.,—the aim has
been to preserve the quaintness of the old manuseript from
which ma.ny parts of this history have been taken, and to
designate the persons by the names which they bore when
living.

It is to be regretted that long delays on the part of some
members of the family, to whom I have written for infor-
mation about themselves, should have made it necessary for
the book to be sent to press without their names appearing
in it.

The family in England held for centuries a distinguished
rank. The family in America has exerted an influence and
occupied a position none the less useful or conspicuous,
though under different conditions and in a new civilization.
From a letter recently received from the Rev. Lawrence B.
VWhite, who is a grandson of Colonel White, a distinguished
citizen of Caroline County, Virginia, a century ago, the
author takes pleasure in quoting an extract. Referring to
a small favor of which he was the recipient, Mr. White
says, “ Many thanks for your kindness. It bespeaks the
Virginia stock of gentry from which yourself and family
emanate, for the Hords were of the ﬁrst‘ families of the Old
Dominion, ¢ historic in politeness, intelligence, and hospi-
tality.” ”’
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That the narration of what the family has accomplished
~in the past may prove of interest, as well as be an incentive
to its living representatives, is the author’s alm in ‘submit-
ting to them this volume.

Arxorp Harris Horb.
EMMANUEL RECTORY,

HoLMESBURG, PHILADELPHIA,

November 1, 1897.
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ARMS AND QUARTERINGS.

1. Argent on a chief or, a-raven sable.—Horb.

2. Azure, crusilly and an orle or.—PALMER.

3. Gules, on a chevron between three leopards faces or, as many
mullets sable.—PERELL. |

4. Azure, a lion rampant queue-fouchee or.—STAPLETON.

5. Or, a raven sable beaked and membered gules.—MATHEW.

6. Argent on a bend sable three calves or.—VEALE.

7. Quarterly or and gules, in the first a lion passant guardant azure.
—SAY.

8. Sable, a lion rampant 2-fouchee or, an annulet for difference.
—TORRINGTON.

Crest: a nag’'s head couped argent, maned or.

(““ Topographer and Genealogist,” vol. i. p. 33, by J. G. Nichols.)
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COAT OF ARMS WITH QUARTERINGS AND CREST.
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